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The Blade Hss Been Published, Up 
to January 7, 1906, and Editor 
Moor, Says That Was 
The Best Issue of 
It Ever Pub- 



lally woman's dress, are absurd, 
modest and unreasonable and are 
made by men of little taste and less 
intelligence. 

An article by Mrs. Llllle A. Rogers, 
of Wlnterset, Iowa, Is excellent rt 
contains a funeral oration on the 
death of Andrew Bennett, delivered 
by Dr. T. P. Weir, of Wlnterset, Iowa, 
that la most beautiful and appropriate 
and bears all the apparently true eu- 
logies of dead men and women, these 
days, that we see In the papers are all 
of Infidels and they are alike heard 
I and endorsed by Christians and In- 



A TRIP TO 
ROME 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 



On January 7, 1906, It was twenty 
years since I began the publication of 
the Blade, and yet, county a yar ,, 

for a volume, that issue was only Vol- 1 ^ artlcle DT j H 
ume 14. No. 42, showing that during 1 6 7 J ' H> 

this time, there were susper 



(M. 

, Marshall, Ills., on Judge Ladd la 



TERM8 OF THE BLADE 
One issue for one year $1.00 
In clubs of five NEW subscribers, 
SO cents each, $2.60 for five. 



Terms, — $1.00 per year, in advance; 
foreign subscription $1.50. 
Five new subscribers sent one year 
for $2.50. 

Make aU Money Orders, Draft* and 
Express Orders payable to the Blue 
Grace Blade, Lexington, Kentucky. 

VVn«n you change your address ad- 
vise this office, giving your old as 



Its publication, 
little over five years. 

These suspensions were owing to 
imprisonments, fines, discourage- 
ments, assaults and to the Tact that 
I could get no ono to print it. 

After one of these suspensions, 1 
became confused aa to what the vol 
ume and number of the Blade were, 
and Rev. Dr. Ward, an Episcopal 
preacher of Lexington, being In my 
office, kindly assisted me in the mat- 
ter, and from that day to this It has 
stood as be decided it waa. 

Originally, The Blue Grass Blade, as 
Its name Implies, was intended only 
for Kentucky or possibly, for only 
the "Blue Grass Region" of Kentucky, 
though, from the beginning, I meant 
Its name should have a kind of 
double entendre. 

nearly everything in it my- 
self, and it seems to me, I would prob- 
ably have been killed for what I said 
had not my enemies changed onto the 
idea of Imprisoning me. 
When, later, the courageous and 
anly James B. Hughes, got to be 
y printer, they proposed to lmpris- 
i him, also, for printing what I said, 
strange change has taken place. 



The article by Mrs. Closz Is good 



But the last article is by Dr. Wilson, 
and It and several other articles by 
him are all good. 



hThe 



sxingto 



have 




ipapei 

last few weeks, hod the name 
. Hughes in the list or Grand 
t, he being Secretary of the 
Short ] -- r y- anrt '* nas r «en hln duty to 
tlcipate in the indictment of 



DEATH 

LAYS LOW THE BEAUTIFUL 
YOUNG DAUGHTER OF 
DR. WIL80N. 

The tender sympathies of thous- 
ands of Freethinkers in America and 
Europe will be extended towards Dr. 

Wilson, of Cincinnati, the chief 
contributor of the Blue Grass Blade, 
because of his great loss in the death 
of bis nine-year-old daughter, Mar- 
•hls only child — which occurred 
Wednesday after a short attack 
scarlet fever. 
Our hearts are heavy to-day, heavy 
1th sympathy for him whose sorrows 
e now reverently share. Sad is death 
at all times, but sadder still when as 
w, a youthful bud has passed away 
th Its petals yet folded, uropeued 
greet the kiss of dew and sun. One 
feels for the snapping of a delicate, 
tender 



pains to write name 
and address plainly. If any book 
miscarries from wrong address, it will 
either be ^ost, or I will have to send 
postage for Its return. 

No books will be sent out, until 
names and addresses of all the ori- 
ginal subscribers are in, and tallied 
with the list of names on hand. As 
have no means of knowing who may, 
Jd who may not have moved, I want 
all names and addresses, 
if you have previously notified me of 
removal, send In change 

I will have a special clerk to 
list all the names. 
^ Also I request that each of yon 

THE POSTAGE. 
Required to mall the ooolt, which 
will be 15 cents. 

Of course you are not compelled to 
include this sum, but I feel 
will not question my right to ask 
I tell you that the book will 
be much larger than I contracted for 
in the first place. 
Dr. Wilson Intended to write only 
but the book will be 
and this 



Entered at {he post office at Lexing- 
ton, Ky., as Second Class Mali Mat.. 



■ who were sui 
. | of the law. 



suspected of 



Address »f| communication* to BLUE 
GRASS BLADE, P. O. Box 393, Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. 

Fayette Telephone, 
Cumberland 



JVPLA1 



r.lephone, 619. 
I Telephone, 307. 



IN PROPOSITION. 

If a merchant sells a Diamond, 
Watch of Jewelery for $120 which 
costs him $100 he don't make a i 
because, rent, interest on capital 
vested, salaries, out-of-date stock, etc, 
etc, consumes this 20 per cent. There, 
fore, to live and accumulate wealth, 
he must add 30 to 40 per cenL I 
first cost of the goods he sells. 

Having disposed of my store I now 
act simply in the capacity of your 
Purchasing Agent., giving you the 
benefit of my 40 years' experience and 
positively saving you the 20 per cent, 
it costs a merchant to do business. 
When I receive your order foi Dia- 
monds, Watches, or any other goods 
in the Jewelry line, I select from all 
the biggest stock* in Chicago, pay 
cash, get all 
usually ship goods same day. This 
is why I can undersell all merchants 
20 per cent, and yet make usual profit 
Ingersoll 

Charm* and Pin*, 
and my great little tract, "Theism In 
the Crucible free. 

OTTO WETT8TEIN, 
LaG range, Cook Co.. Ill, 



My IK 

Divorce" will come from pre** Decem- 
bebr 12th. All order* for same prompt- 
ly filled after that date. Price 25 eta 
a copy; 5 copies for $1.00.. Send all 
order* to JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, 
Versailles. Kentucky. 



My new pamphlet "Marriage and 
Dlvotce" will come from press Decern, 
bebr I2tn. All orders for nme prompt- 
ly filled after that date.. Price 25 eta. 
a copy; 5 copies for $1.00.. 8end all 
order* to JOSEPHINE 
Versailles, Kentucky. 



ATTENTION CON8UMPTIVE8I 
I kill and clean the lung* of all Con- 
ms In from two to three 



. C. KELSEY, 
Bellevlew, Fla. 



change 1 




1 Hie 



indicates a great 
» of this paper 



If the Blade's friends would support 
Mr. Hughes as nobly aa he has sup 
ported them, I believe it would be for 
the higher morals and greater happi- 
ness of all parties; and yet It is true 
that, from Christians and Infidels, 
kind expressions are coming to me 
from far and near. 

In my opinion the Blade of January 
7th for a paper of national circula- 
tion. Is the best Issue of It ever print- 
ed, and I can say this without Immod- 
esty as I wrote but a small part of 
it 

One great improvement in It. is the 
decreased In typographical errors, 
and I hope that, "some sweet day," 
this fault will be eliminated. The er- 
rors In my own writing were proba- 
bly because I was too weak to read 
over what I had written. 

I hope that what I said about Broth- 
er Hurt and the Culturlst were not too 
hard. I am greatly Interested in them 
both, and want them to use the Blade 

the fullest to help them. I do wish 
that some how, it would be arranged 
so that Mr. Hughes would print the 
Culturist, and I think it could, and 
ought to be done, so that he could 
have the advantage of the profit in it, 
and I believe that fact would make 
the Blade's friends take more interest 



tialltles of a human life. 

Between parent and child, aye, and 
an only child, such a parting is 
heartrending to contemplate. Could 
the bereaved .father and mother un- 
burden themselves of this load of sor- 
row, thousands stand ready to assume 
some portion of the grief that now 



THE BOTTOMLESS PIT. 
Poor Excuse is Better Than None. 



The terrible God, who is love, was 
near, 

And I said to Him, "Can you tell 
Why man was created to suffer here. 
And then to die and from earth dls- 

And be tortured forever In hell?" 



He replied, "M 
my heart; 

I knew it would be a relief 
To make that bottomless pit and start 

A race that would keep It full, for 

Would impel me to laugh at their 
brief. 

Prov. 1:26. 

"I send to people strong delusions 
That they shall believe a lie;* 
I make wild creeds which cause con- 
fusions; 

I bind church and state In close col- 



Many good letters containing money 
r subscriptions, especially w«r« 
crowded out of that Issue of the Blade, 
but I hope to see them all in and, I That freedom 
probably all In one issue. I think they | 
make fine reading. 

Taking the leading articles in the 
order of their occurrence In the paper 
we have first, Mrs. Henry's printed 
flrsL in the Winchester (Ky.) Sun 
Sentinel, and from It reprinted in the 
Blade. This artlcle shows that the 
scope and versatility of Mrs. Henry 
range all the way from a statesman 
like article on woman's rights, that 
ought to be spread upon the Congres- 
sinal Record of this government down 
a moral and witty dtsgulsitlon on 
woman's hats In which It Is shown 
that the thought bestowed upon dress 
by American women Is one of the 
ces of great demoralization in 
this country. 

When a woman gets so that she I ate*. 

els that for her Influence over man, Their crime was the hideous mur- 
she has to rely upon the beauty of her der of a baby Zolla Diaz, for the pur- 
clothes, Instead of attractions of head pose of procuring the heart of a white 
and heart, she has surrendered her female child, which the "witches" pro- 
greatest power. scribed aa a poultice for certain wo 



"Each sect consigns all others to hell, 

Which Is Just what I desire. 
For it dooms all souls to the red-hot 
well:— 

Their pain is»my pleasure, and 
words cannot tell 
The Joy I have watching hell-fire." 

— M. C. COOMER. 

EXECUTION. 

Of "Witch**" Take* Place at Havana. 

Havana, Jan. 6. — Do ruin no Bocourt, 
an old negro, and Victor Molina, a 
mulatto, were garrotted at the pris- 
on here today. Both men were re- 
garded as "witches" by their assocl- 



thusiastic young man who enters the 
ministry. He had studied long and 
hard to prepare himself for a life of 
usefulness. He loved 
the church seemed tl 
open to him to bestow that love. Ke 
knew the sacrifices he would have to 
make, but this did not deter him, for 
he was all the more bouyant and bap 
py to know that he would be making 
sacrifices in doing good. 

His start was Worthy and inspiring. 
After ten or twelve years, he had ris- 
<in to a commanding position in a 
thriving little city. He had seen and 
learned much of life and religion, 
neither looked as rosy as at the start. 
He at last, like every other preacher 
had learned men and religion as they 
. are. He saw that their profession of 
that each person will, get his book religion waa one thing, and their ac- 
and to avoid all complications, I re- 1 uons another. He got his eye* open 
quest that each subacrlber write me to the fact that present day 
and give his name and address. Let I of religion, both in pulpit and pew. 1* 
— largely commingle* with unblushing 



Within the no 
book. "A Trip b 
pleted, and read 
era. Since the t 



t month, Dr. Wilson' 
Rome," will be com 
■ to send to subscrib- 
ibscriptlons were giv- 



ed location, and were I to send the 
book to the address first given. It 
would not reach them. To be *ure 



THE ROME BOOK 



commissioner general of immigration P 1 '* 8 ** 111 day problems, I do not believe 
at Washington. Dr. Flshberg said: old Rome has ever been written up aa 
"The 'curing' of diseased aliens for | 1 have written It What 1 have s ' " 



ting. 

sure that the extra ex| 
which f.have hazarded, and 
pages given you by Dr. Wilson will be 
worth far more than the 16 cents 
and that for these reasons, yon will 
agree that I am Justified In 

I am only asking for the extra, 
u putting In the book of which 
you get the benefit Di 
wouldn't consent to have his book 
abbreviated, and having begun. Insist- 
ed on telling his whole story, begin- 
ning when he left New York, and end- 
ing on his rett'rn to that city. Such 
book in any book-store would coat 
from $1.50 to $2.00, and I am sure 
of you would take this amount 
our hook when you have once 



There are about 200 of the 
subscribers who have not yet 
for the book. Now that the boon. Is 
almost ready for binding, and that 
you are assured of getting It, please 
remit the $1.15 at o D ce.. Be careful 
to spell your names and addresses 
correctly, and give the county as well 
as state and post office. 

JAMES E HUGHES. 



8PICY 8PICER. 

The Rev. Chas. W. Splcer of Christ 
Episcopal church Portsmouth, Ohio, 
has left the ministry for the follow- 
g reasons which he made public: 
He says that church members lack 
sincerity, that they show small regard 
for church authority— that authority 
in the church Is regarded only in 
theory and not practice, that the 
clergyman who attempts to 
authority, defeats himself, tl 
the truth U to cheapen his v 
that the clergyman of today must be 
content to sow, and not to reap, that 
consequently preaching in the mael- 
strom of materialism, which has en- 
gulfed the world. 

"The Catholic church, says he, 1* 
the only authority and which is hold- 
ing Its own, but I cannot accept that 
Let the Protestaant churches 
take warning. 

Rev. Splcer has come to Cincinnati 
to enter the practice of law. He was 
ster of note In the city of Ports- 
At first appearance, it would 
hat Rev. Splcer's real object In 
leaving the church was because he 
making as much money as his 
i tasks demanded. There was not 
enough progress In preaching, finan- 
cial as well as spiritual. But we 
should not Judge. Rather we should 
put ourselves In his place first and 
then Judge. 

Here Is a well Intentloned and en- 



hypocrisy, and evidently Splcer had 
the manhood and decency to draw out. 

It is fair to say that Splcer's exper- 
ience reflects that of thousands of 
the clergy, who have not the manhood 
to quit as he did. 



DOCTOR UP' ALIENS IN EUROPE 



New York, December 18. 
That diseased European immigrants 
^e "doctored up" in great numbers 
for shipment to this country is the 
charge made by Dr. Maurice Flshberg 
of this city, a special inspector of the 
United States. Dr. Flshberg made a 
special study of the shipping of Rus- 
sian immigrants across the German 
frontier. He made a report 



Mr. Hughes will soon have "A Trip 
to Rome ' ready to be mailed to sub- 
scribers, it is going to ke larger 
man i expected at first to make it 
and as this will cost extra for paper, 
printing and binding, Mr. Hughe* is 
justified in requesting reader* to ad- 
ance postage. Even with this extra 
te will not make much on the book, 
and if all the edition is not sold, he 
will lose, and this he cannot afford. 

All those who like my style of writ- 
ing, am sure will be pleased with 
the book. 1 have not departed in the 
least from my usual style of expres- 
sion, Just simply rattled it oft In 
fact, it is no attempt to write a book, 
but rather it is a long letter to my 
friends, describing my trip. It waa 
mostly written in by busiest hour*. 
I do not remember a Ume when I 
wrote longer than ten or fifteen min- 
utes on it, without being disturbed. 
I would liked to have re-written it 
but It is probably better just as it la. 
if I had tried right hard to exhibit the 
possession of an extra stock of brain 
doubt if 't would have been 
much, if any better; so I've Just let it 
go as I wrote it n 



The book. I believe, present* aa 
wide a diversity of subjects as any 
book of the kind written, it is both 
like and unlike Dog Fennel, a book 
which cannot be surpassed in some 
ways. In clearness of description and 
humor, no writer, not even Mark 
Twain has, equalled Mr. Moore. 

But in A Trip to Rome, I go not only 
as deep into the past, but deal equally 
with the people of to-day, and present 



admission to the United State* has 
become a tremendous industry abroad. 
Ramifications of the business may be 

found at Liverpool, 



Hungary. In these citlee I have per- 
sonally visited boarding house* and so- 
called 'hospitals' where Immigrants 
suffering from trachoma In its most 
ivanced stages were being treated, 
that they might pass Inspection and 
iter the United States, 
disease of tie eye of which America 
has a special horror. In Marseille*, 
the 'treatment' of tn 
sumed remarkable dimensions. Here 
most of the 
Orient, from 
nelghoring countries 

to the United States. The Rus- 
sian Hebrew comes to America chiefly 
y way of Germany, either sailing di- 
rectly from Bremen or Hamburg, or 
going to Englan 
British port." 



RUDE AWAKENING COMES. 



Dr. A. J. McKelway of Charlotte, N. 
C, after satting that 91 per cent, of 
the children employed In manufactur- 
ing Industries In the South were to be 
found In the four cotton-growing, cot- 
ton-manufacturing states of North 
Carolina, Georgia and Alabama, said: 
It is a rude awakening that has 
come to our people, that the abolition 
of negro slavery marked the begin- 
ning of white child slavery; that our 
pet industry (cotton), Is not different 
in the South from what it was for 
a hundred years in Old and New Eng- 
land — an industry dlstingushed for 
long hours and low wages, and cursed 
by the employment of children on a 
larger scale and of tenderer years 
than any other Industry In the world. 
In this year of the twentieth century 
there are €0,000 children In Southern 
cotton mills, from six to sixteen years 
old, toiling twelve hours a day or 
twelve hours a night and reducing the 



of Rome alone would make a book 
of itself, and worth, more than the 
price of this book. One chapter of 
30 pages deals alone with the 
churches ot Kom< 



scrlption with that of all the Pagan 
Ruins. Catacombs, etc Another, and 
the most Important, informs you of 
"How Christianity got its start In 

Rome," giving a history of the rise 
of Constantino, his character, his poli- 
tical combination with the Christian*, 
the Council of Nice, Compilation of 
the Bible, and the subsequent reign 
of terror which followed, and of how 
Paganism was literally crushed by the 
sword. Besides all this I go deep into 
the trickery of the church, d 
how saints were i 
of the use of relics, ii 
and an Immense lot of holy hocus- 
pocus, of which all this Is only an In- 
timation. 

All the way through, from first to 
last, I lay before you one continuous 
panorama, of sea, country, mountain, 

river, city, c 



ture, h 

dents of travel, social conditions, edu- 
cation, and a thouaand miscellaneous 
things of interest 

My description of Venice, I believe 
to be worth the price of the book. 
You don't want to miss my descrip- 
tion of St. Mark's and The Doge'* 
Palace. 

Brother Jeems Armstrong of Texas, 
lately paid me a visit, and my descrip- 
tion of the Torture Rooms, and ot the 
Dungeon and Execution Rooms In the 
Doges Palace, gave him the shiveree, 
and he said he couldn't sleep that 
night. I spent part of an afternoon 
alone in the dungeon of the Doge, in 
what is called the "Cell of the Doom- 
ed," and from which thousands upon 
thousands had languished, and taken 
out to be executed. 

My description of the whole of Italy 
I am sure will peculiarly appeal to 
1 Liberals, as here the Christian 
iperstttlon was hatched, and to this 
cf a child Instead of what ""W^ 1 tf ve particular attention. 

The book will have 23 chapters and 
between 360 and 400 pages. I hope 
the edition will all he taken up. Mr. 
Hughes Is printing 2000 copies, and 
he will loose, If they are not sold. 
8end your order to him at once. When 
you get the book, if you like It, and 
can afford It, buy ono for some one 
else, who will appreciate It Let the 
orders come rolling In. The season Is 
now on, when you have to hug the 
fire, and stay In at nights and have 
time for reading. Come, go with me, 
and let us take "A Trip to Rome." 

Send $1.16 to James E. Hughes, Lex- 
ington, Ky. 



will support a family, 
wages. And the South Is also awaken- 
ing to the fact that its characteristic 
Industry has so Intrenched Itself be- 
hind all the commercial life of the 
South that it Is able to control legisla- 
tion in opposition to the ppular will, 
that would express itself In the enact- 
ment of humane laws and their en- 
forcement." 



AN APOLOGY. 
We wish to ask the readers of the 
Blade to overlook this Issue of the 
paper, and we will try and do better 
next time. Qn account of being short 
on copy we were compelled to AH up 
on a few old cuts of Watson Heston, 
that probably a majority of you have 



Send In your subscription to the 
Blade and help us start the New 
Year by paying our paper bill. 



( 



chanced to attend a recent meeting In 
Rochester, N. Y., must have found It 
difficult to repress a broad smile even 
within the preclncU of the holy edl- 
ce, Rev. FranceB H. Sinclair, Pastor 
S. S. Peter and Paul's R. C. Church, 
registered his protest against race 
suicide by causing to be draped in 
mourning the baptismal font, because 
for six weeks not one infant 
baptized in his church. 

le, if you can, this priest s dis 
may, yea anger at the delinquency of 
bis members, and well may he be 
alarmed. The fact that for 
no >fant has been born into the 
ish of this Rev. Father, means 
within a very few years the back-bone 
of the Caatholic church will be broken. 
Ic deed this spasHi of pain by Father 
Sinclair, indicates a very bad case of 
lumbago for the institution. A very 
conservative estimate for thi 
berahip of 8. S. Peter and Paul in Ro- 
chester is 400 persona. Allowing the 
u£ual 6 to a family, gives 80 families. 




in 6 weeks, he would Li entitled at 
that rate to 8^ baptisms in the year 
of 62 weeks. Let us «ay 8 for conven- 
ience. If he has 80 families and 8 
baptisms in one year, the ratio is but 
one baptism to ten families. Oh what 

stead of the former record of about 
10 children to every lamily, here we 
face this Catholic catastrophy of but 
one birth In 10 familes and a high per- 
centage of children do not grow to ma- 
turity. 

As usual, however, church dignitar- 
ies do not begin at the right end of 
the problem. They play upon the sen- 
sibilities by absurdly draping a bap- 
tismal font, or upon the fears by lec- 
turing or threatening in the confes- 
sional. We do not hear their 
raised against the Industrial situation 
which confronts us and makes the 
raising of children by the poor a life 
and death struggle, usually death. 
Why bear children but to perish by the 
Juggernaut of our system? Hundreds 
of thousands of children, practically ln- 



ing for one cent an b*>ur. 
church people seek 
evil? No! they insist on an increased 
. _ latlon, but offer no chauge of con- 
ditions. They declare for no divorce 
so that women cannot escape their 
rule, but women are coming to under- 
stand that even the promised Joy of 
the future life is not a 
tlun for a criminal failure to do well 

They are beginning 
the priestly teaching, 
multiply Is a fallacy, for they read of 
the 40,000 men in Chicago tramping 
the Btreets, either begging 

They note 
do not beg. they demand support and 
get it. Neither do priests seek to over- 
throw the church rule of celibacy and 
consistently aand legitimately work 
to abolish race suicide. Women have 
laid old Rip Van Winkle in the shade 
but they are awaking from their 1600 
year sleep, and when they are fully 
awake, there Is going to be something 
doing. They are already asking why 



war might have beer averted and 
the terrible loss of life (race suicide) 
representing an economic valuation 



msgaalnss and 
country. 

's broken hearts, would m every instance dli 



children into the world only to bury 
them, since in Chicago in one year, 
there were 6044 deaths under one 
year old and 2446 deaths from one to 
five years. Then many of the male 
survivors are required to save the 
country in wars and hundreds of thous- 
ands of females Join in the ranks of 
the social outcast. It seems too lncred- 
Itable to be true, but a newspaper re- 
port states that there are 18,000 de- 
serted wives In Chicago. How is race 
suicide to be prevented here?. A yery 
auspicious outlook for the God and 
priest fearing woman Isn't it? 

I read recently of the work In Lon- 
don, of Dr. Bernado, Father of the 
city's waif's and that he had placed 
within a few years 17,000 



lng oi 
have 

It is a most promising indication for 

the future that women are refusing to 
furniBh the human pawns for priest 
and potentate and president to rule 
and ruin, she should Bay 
"when your door keepers in the house 
of the Lord and your guardians of the 
law provide healthy, rational and Just 
conditions so that there is a reasona- 
ble chance for a new life, to develop 
as nature intended, then I will consid- 
er your proposition." 

Benjamin Broadbent, not broadmind, 
an official of a town of England has of- 
fered $500 to the parents, who raise 
a child to the age of one year, and he 
claims that the decrease in deaths has 
been 100 to the 1000 less than before 
his offer. Now what a bid for cheap 
notoriety, $600, don't pay half the phy- 
sicians charge for bringing children 
Into the world. Does this official 
think mothers have been allowing 
their babe* to die just because some 



is (he re- 
sult of mistaken marriage, and every 

and 

should cease their 

influence of divorce and 

give their time, talent aswanergy In 

perfecting the. marriage institution, 
for If marriage can be perfected, dl 
. tn'lvery mis- 
aken marriage, love podbhes, and 
when love dies the home it destroyed 
iyed every 
consideration of Justice, and every 
interest of wire and child, pf husband 

community demand 
separation, because It U 
r a stream of happiness 
prottoned fountali 
For the good of the 
ery unhappy 
rled couple should be dli 

know to a positive 
only the children of lc 
and successfully fight t 
of life, and that 
liable to be imbeciles 



• Immediate 



Allow r 



Infinitely transcend lu Importance, the 
ibject of divorce, which is 
it a symptom of a social disease 
at pervades all classes. 
If the so-called educated men and 
jmen of the country, theologians, 
lawyers, jurists and doctors would 
unite their efforts Tor a few years in 
teaching the ethics of marriage, and 
the conditions that underlie domestic 



mar- 



r.d flut 



their 



asylums. 

Herldity Is a unlverst 
ganlc nature, and if t 
other reason for the 
ml8mated husbands 



nanemous Idea of offering 1600 as a 

inducement to keep them alive? This 
seems to have been tr« estli 
the mental calibre of women 1 
years, but a change is at hand. The , 

draping of baptismal fonts as a race operation of this law 1 
suicide protest, only advertises to the sively and overwhe mlnglsl 
world that priests can not longer com- divorce Is a Beneficial Itfj 
pel obedience from women. I smile i, ((Ug ht to be and will f 
when I think of that sable draped font lan t day a disgrace fi 
and the solemnity of the service com- couple to live together v 



children. This great Christian city of "lemoratlng the fact that not one child 
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ought 



26,000 In- 



dren of some mother and It is quite 

enough to make women fall over 
each other in their haste to bear from 
17 to 2 



had been baptized In six weeks, and a a t no distant day a 
broad grin cannot be repressed for any man or any worn 
this fact points the way toward the divorce who has made 
self-hood of women toward liberty. take in the choice of a 

HARRIET M. CLOBZ, a man would be very J 
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wle says every well 
regulated family should have one 
birth a year. If such u thing were pos- 1 
Bible, the average family would num- t 
her 26 to 30 children each. Dowie and effect: 
himself had 2, and we presume 1 



We are all so familiar with the race 
suicide methods of war and the dis- 
eases following In Its train, that I need 



lies keeping a beautiful | 
lfe from obtaining I 
lecherous, drunk* 



DIVORCE DIFFICULT, together until one or thf 

! destroyed by tooth and 

department of Nature shall we say of the i 
unbroken chain of case 
and were it not for the 
i common habit of mistaking effects for 
would be astonished at 
i the numerous dissertations and homi- 
lies on the evils of divorce. 
A little reflection and careful an and Intellectual fltnesB 
not enumerate them, but church bod- alysis ought to convince any thought- t»e and can never 
les do not condemn war. I wish how fill person that divorce Is not an evil, weakened by the 
ever, to mention in this place, In ref- but a symptom of a social disease, but whoever advocates I 
erence to the causes of the Russo-Jap- having its origin In perverted marital marriage is an enemy ofj 
aneee war, that had the great white ethics happiness. 
Czar and his priestly supporters been A wise physician in the treatment No one is silly 
wise enough to stop the banishment of disease always first seeks for the | dissolution of a busin< 



soon be Idle. 

Every boy and every girl should be- 
profoundly impressed, that the time 
will Boon come when their lives will be 
Incomplete without a home, and that 
the hearthstone is the most sacred 
place, and the source and center of all 
the Joys of life; every boy and girl 
should be taught not to marry for 
wealth, for place, for power, for posi- 
tion, for title, for social prestige, nor 
from any motive except to found a 
happy home and to nil It with the 
weet Tragance of love. 
a», ry boy and girl ought to be 
taught to avoid In marriage the con- 
{native, the Insane, the scrofulous, 
the syphlletlc. the drunkard and the 
al. mad upon their minds should 
be deeply Impressed the Inexorable law 
of heredity. IT they disregard It therjj 
will forever destroy the hopes and the 
happiness of the children that may 
come to them, and infinitely Increase 
and multiply the sorrows of the race. 

Every boy and girl should be taught 
that their own welfare and the wel- 
fare of their children and of society 
are Inseparably bound together, and 
that the civil contract called marriage 
Is the highest, the most sacred and in- 
finitely morb important than all other 
civil contracts, and that It demands 
of them their highest wisdom and 
keenest discernment if it Is to stand 
until broken by death. 

rhesc are only a few Intimations 
what is needed to promote domestic 
of divorces, but until men and women 
grow wise enough to safely choose s^ 
partner for life, In the name of reas- 
on, justice and humanity, let us be 
good enough to aid them In correcting 
their mistakes by the enactment of 
the moat liberal divorce laws. 

On the statute books of every state 
In the nation should be found a "mu- 



urce law," and If In- right and wrong, there would be more 

would reach the proud position happiness and less misery In the 

emony among the states of this world than at present, 

republic and if one of our representa- It seems that almost everybody Is 

lives desire Immorality, let him frame trying to get the best of his fellow and 

approaching session as long as that is the ruling motives, 

of our legislature, and i will assure unhappiness will exist. To be good 

Immortality as Imperishable as and do good ought to be the desire of 

the stars. all.— J. JEFFERIES. 



In all enlightened countries this 
will finally be the only legislation on 
the subject of divorce, and the man 
ho lniates it will deserve, and the 
Immorality, because ,it will be an In- 
estimable blessing to the human race. I 
T. J. BOWLES, M. D. . 
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, Kansas, Dec. 30, 1906. 



„ jB^sT BsstaMa^s^BBtWaisssl^jafc 
have i)sy>h very alfk, and I was sorry 
hear Of It, but tat, glad to know 
that you are better. Enclosed find 
lien to pay my subscript iou for a 
'hen the year Is up, if I do 
not send you the money 
another year, yon wtH 
have gone over the river, or do not 
want the p.per and longer. 
_. 70U 

have taken my 
to live better lives, 
than Christians do, so that others may 
see that the principles yon advocate, 
hare better effect on the lives of 
wuu followers, than the principles 
advocated by Christians do on the 
lives of their. My doctrines is. that 
whether there be a life hereafter or 
It Is much batter for ourselves as 



with 

al lives. Ceaaa 

to do weil. Try by a well ordered 
life and conversation, by tov.nt <mr 
neighbor as ourw-hree, heij>ln» < 
Mends and ev<sB. our woertilca when In 
and making everybody as 
i possible In this would should 
be an end greatly to be desired by all 
If all 



A Good Route 
to Try 
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aoricv< l ip: d 

Bftr.UiBing unlimited pos«ibili 
sgricsfeMre, hort culture, nock 
lng, mining snd manufacturing, 
last, tut not leaf 

The Scenic Route 
for Tourists*. 

The Frisco Svetew now ufte 
travelint public cscellenf servlc 
fast time - 

Between St. louts sim Kansas 
City and points in Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma. IndUu Terri- 
tory, Texas and tne Southwest 

Between Kansas City and points 
lu Tenursse-, Alabama, MiscUs'ppi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 
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AN INDIANA 
BROTHER 



Sclplo. Ind., Jan. 6, 1906. 
Mr. J aw oh E. Hughe*, 

Oear Sir:— Have Just received a 
copy of lit* last issue of the Blade, and 
It gives me pleasure as well as sat- 
isfaction that you are again able to 
publish a full sheet and 1 sincerely 
hope that future conditions may prove 
favorable to Increasing its subscrip- 
tion list, If not us site. 

Several years ago I wrote the Olade 
a short lteter In which 1 made the 



1 



"With C. C. Moore as editor, Dr. J. 
B. Wilson, M. Grier Kidder, James 
Armstrong and Josephine K. Henry 
as regular contributors, the Blade 
would be absolutely 'out of sight' and 
could not be excelled by any publica- 
tion of Its kind In the world." 

I now wish to add to the above pre- 
diction, the name of the Blade devot- 
ed, untiring and able publisher, James 
E. Hughes, and I am still perfectly 
wlllln« to stand by said prediction, as 
I feel sure that any of the readers 
of the Blade, for the last five or 
years, who are competent judges 
bear me out in so doing. 

I have been a regular subscriber to 
the Blade for a period of twelve 
fourteen years and have alwaays kept 
my subscription to same, paid up, un- 
til the last year, I have become a de- 
linquent, owing to the fact that 1 have 
been for the last year and a half total- 
ly Incapacitated for labor of any kind, 
and ag I did not, at the beginning of 
my sickness, uave out a pittance laid 
up for a rainy day, you can rightly 
guess that I have had anything but 
clear sailing. Several times during 
this siege I have saw the grim reaper 
staring me in the face anil have felt 
slightly the effects of his cold steel, I 
have twice been on the operating 
table, a place of experience, where one 
who is not overcome with fear, and 

which few have learned and which 
many Drill never know. 1 could give 
to you ah Interesting experience In 
relation/to tnose two operations, but 
spacefill not admit and It will at 
present, suffice u> say that the first 
Uni« 1 was operated on, i got on the 
table, in be. let an Agnostic and Was 
lAken off an atheist and the second 
if I waa operated on, I got un the' 
I Or wry believing In atheism 
bid got off remaining in the same be 



son, whom we found to be a gontleman 
In every sense of the word. We en- 
Joyed our short visit of two or three 
hours with him, very much, notwith- 
standing the tect that my physical 
condition was causing me considera- 
ble pain. 

Now, a few words in regard to the 
Blade's esteemed, loved and Invalue- 
able editor, dear old father Moore, I 



In our ages, he being, in the neighbor- 
hood of "0 years and I only 43, and 
further, for the reason that 1 would be 
willing to trust him in every sense 
of the word as a father. I wish to 
assure you that he has had and will 
continue to have the very best wishes 
and sincere sympathy of myself and 
wife, throughout his affliction. 

One among other things that I have 
learned in the school of which exper- 
ience Is the teacher and from which 
one never becomes a past graduate, 
Is the fact, that those great outbursts 
of sympathy that are lavished on one 
when they have Just fallen are, If 
the recipient stays down very long, 
apt to begin to wane and the longer 
down and the more one is In need of 
It, the less they get. 

Many times in my life, have I been 
told that I am entirely too sympathetic 
for my own good and that I should let 
others shoulder their own loads and 
carry their own burdens; and under 
present existing conditions, I shall 
have to reluctantly and with sorrow, 
admit It to be entirely too true. I men- 
tion theee things because Mr. M« 
being naturally asympathetlc and com- 
passionate man, might, if he should 
meet with the experience that some 
do, become more or less depressed 
and despondent, and as a matter of 
Tact retard him In the recovery of his 
health. 

Observance and experience have led 
me to believe that anybody, who has 
Lhe capacity to travel over all the road 
from superstition or heism to Athe- 
ism, is naturally sympathetic to begin 
with and the further they get away 
from the former and the nearer they J 
approach the latter, the more compas- 
sionate they become, however, I would 
not have it understood that I think 
Atheists have a monopoly on sympathy 
for I do not, but what I mean is that 
they have it In its broadest sense. 

For the sake of Illustration, Lhere 
are not only thousands, but I suppose 
millions of Christian peopie who have 
willingly, anxiously and heroically ex- 
pressed their sympathy for their loved 
ones and their friends, who can and do 
with a smile on their face and without 
one speck of sympathy in their hearts 
take an innocent little lamb, lay the 



preacher out, if not the chicken, we 
might use as a substitute good fresh 
eggs, for the lovers ol ham, good 
mush-rooms fried In butter and for 
those who like dyspepsia better than 
health, we will trot out some Ameri- 
can genius, and have him invent a 
process for converting corn directly 
Into lard, instead of the present round 
about way of taking it through the 
hog process, as these substitutes 
might possibly be more conducive to 
good health and longlevlty, anyway. 
But when one comes to think of it all 
how on earth could we give up the 
slaughter business, why Just to think 
of it; we would have no lamb for the 
sacrifice, no thanksgiving turkey for 
the president, no ox for the barbecue, 
no good fat missionary for the canni- 
balistic feast? Force of habit too 
strong, will power too we 



yet Ho* would It do for you to come 
out and MBit me in my pleasant coun- 
try ,wheie the air is pure and sun- 
shine abundant? I will try to make 
It pleasant for you, and I know the| 
climate will please you too. 

You have some friends here who 
have read "Dog Fennel" and "Behind 
the Bars,' as well as the Blade. You 
will not he lonesome here as there are 
many Liberals and much 
scenery. We can take moui 
and long walks through some of the 
finest orchard country in the world. 
There is much to see In this new 
country. Our city has about 6,000 in- 
habitants with up to date stores of 
all kinds. The Improvements for 1906 
were about $600,000. There Is now 
building an electric street car Iln< 
that will Join all the towns in the 
valley. It will be over 60 miles long. 
Our altitude Is about 4,700 feet. In a 
pathy too narrow, too weak, consequ- few hours we can reach an altitude 
netly the slaughter goes on. Sincere of 10,000 feet. Stop over at Denver 
sympathy, sweet compassion, thou lor- and see Dr. Tllden, then come on here 
able twins, cold this world would be | to the land of sunshine and fruit. 



visit to his old home. 

This winter we were domiciled in a 
new section, the people comparative- 
ly being mostly strangers to us and 
generally church members. On his 
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without thee, colder than an Iceburg as 
frigid as ethereal spare beyond earth's 
atmosphere; may you continue to 
grow until your beneficial influences 
envelop mother earth and then, if 
needs be, let them be wafted through 
ethereal space to the teeming swarms 
of life on the Innumerable planets of 
the eternal universe. 

I now ask you In all sincerity dear 
Brother Hughes to kindly extend the 
love and sincere sympathy of my fam- 
ily and self to dear old father Moore, 
and loving wife, and may he recover 
his health and wield the Blade that 
he has forged until ue has freed the 
human mind, that fertile land, of all 
superstitious prickling brier and use 
less thorns, foul lagoons and stagnant 
streams until he has beheld Instead 
one solid beautiful landscape, clothed 
In the blue grass of common-sense, 
shaded with groves of high ideals, wat- 
ered with pools of clear sincerity, and 
flowing with streams of human love. 
May he live to see science better con- 
quer disease, till germs float less and 
less on the breeze, till superstition no 
more brings man to his knees and 
hypocrisy before sincerity flees. And 
then, when conditions become such 



With best wishes for you and family, 
I am sincerely yours.— J. W. SAW- 
YER. 



EVOLUTIONARY PROGRESS. 

In reading Combe's Constitution of 
Man, written some very few years 
ago, it is most wonderfully gratifying 
to notice the progress in the line or 
that as laid down In his work. Combe 
was a thinker, a good reasoaer, 
fine writer, but was necessarily Influ- 
enced by social environments. 

In writing his Constitution or Man 
It became necessary that he should In- 
vestigate closely natural law. Society 
at that period was thoroughly Imbued 
with the "God, ghost, devil and heav- 
en and hell Idea;" consequently It be- 
came necessary to crock around these 
stumps In the smoothest way possi- 
ble, but his reasoning came so close 
to tne annihilation or these pet myth- 
ical notions that hU Ingenuity Is quite 



Combe seems to adhere quite close- 
ly to the God idea and his designs, 
but being up against It, so forcibly oc- 
casslonally, that he asks himself 
very impertinent questions and solves 
them by saying that God's i 
that the eternal atoms of which his , )eyond hlg feeble abmty tQ 



. Ami niw- 1 

liar to Christian people to know that 
the very experiences thai, they had 
many times told me would, should 1 
ever meet with them, bring 
from Agnosticism to Christianity, have 
had very opposite effect, and have 
ually driven me, against my own will, 
from Agnosticism to 
Ing and, studying the Bible drove me 
from ay^ellever in Christianity to Ag- 
nosticism. And now, after Ail, with 
scarcely any hope or ever again being 
a well man, able to even partly enjoy 
the pleasures or lire anad after having 
only recently gone through a careful 
and painstaking examination, by an 
eminent and able physician and sur 
geon or Columbus, Ohio, and after be- 
ing told by him that It would be al 
most useless to even try to cure me 
without flrst performing at least one 
and probably two more surgical opera- 
tions and then, after that depend on 
medicines and nature to do the rest, 
as I would still be a sick man; and 
without a dollar in cash, without per- 
sonal property, with but very little 
realty, and with the loss on 
my physical disability of that 
of friends, who apparently can see 
good only In this abilities that 
a Jack O'Brien and with the further 
loss on account of my pecuniary condi- 
tions, of another class, who by some 
peculiAr method of reasoning, or lack 
of reasoning, admire only those qual 
lties that constitute a John D. Rocke- 
feller, I am able, not withstanding 
those losses and painful experiences, 
to look the world squarely In the face 
and say In all sincerity, that 1 am an 
ui hi vat In belief, in knowledge and 
Agnostic, in composition a Material- 
ist, and I presume thAt a certain class 
of critic* would say. In mental make 
up, "a crank." 

Now, I wish It understood that in 
using the names or Mr. O'Brien and 
Mr. Rockereller, I have no thought or 
desire whatever or trying to detract 
from their worth as fellowinen and 
American citizens, but have used their 
■ for the reason only, that they 
Are top notches In their particular 
specialties and consequently, tor that 
►-.Ci^on make good subjects tor the 
take of UlustrAtlon, however, 1 can 
truthfully say, that I had rather have 
p health and strength equal to that of 
[ the former thAn to hAve riches and ln- 
. fluenco equal to that of the latter. 
Recently, while my wife and I were 
i a trip to Columbus, Ohio, we stop- 
ped over at ClnclnnAtl, tor a short 
, and while there we made It a 
) wander Around to 206 Bast 
1 street, where we met and was 
nly received by the genial, hosplt- 
i and entertaining Dr. J. B. Wll- 



watch the life blood or the helpless, 
lovely little creature, ebb away. O! 
my Christian friends, tell me ir you 
can, what have you, In thlB case, done 
with 

become or ' 0 ur compassion, by what 
process or reasoning do you Apply It 

to the termer And not to the latter? 
And that Isn't all, the helpless HtUe 
calf is willing and unmercifully torn 
from its mother, leaving her to lan- 
guish and pine, to be taken to the 
s aughter, where it gets no more sym- 
pathy shown it, than a man eating 
Bengal tiger, expresses for its prey, 
and it might further be added that all 
over this Christian country not only 
boys, but Christian men as well, are 
indulging 

human, practice of tin canning and 
doing other abominable, unspeakable 
outrageous things to one or man'c 
truest, slncerest and best mends, the 
dog. And then again, I have known 
men who pray long and loud who 
would, ir they should by chance, see 
one help a little toad or step around 
the helpless snail and there by save 
their lives, would look at them In a 
way that would seem to say, ir they 
did not actually say It, that they 
thought them not only weak, but silly. 
These are only a very few or the cruel- 
ties perpetuated upon the helpless an- 
imals by unreeling, unthinking people 
and when one asks them why they 
do It. they reply, by saying, Ood put 
them here for thAt purpose, the Bible 
> may kill and eat there- 
of. I wonder If the thought ever enter- 
ed their mind that ir they should ever 
be so unfortunate as to become the 
prey or a South African man eating 
lion, that they would be "put there tor 
that purpose." I'll guarantee you, If 
they had no means of defense, other 
than nature provided them with, the 
overpowering strength, the sharp 
claws set firmly within their flesh, the 
glaring eyes, the wide open mouth, the 
bristling pearly carnivorous teeth, the 
unmerciful ferocious look and the hot 
breath of their captor would be a 
convincing argument thAt they were. 
Then as a flulnsy excuse we argue 
that necessity demands It, that we 
Infants suckled It from our 
mothers breasts, when children we 
were raised on it and have formed oh, 
such an appetite tor It, and all things 
considered, how In the world and the 
name of common sense, could we get 
along without It, anyhow, no neck to 
make mince or, no hog lard to make 
short cake, (hard on dyspepsia), noth- 
ing to season vegetables, no good ham 
and speckled gravy and last, if not I 
lesst, "no chicken tor the preAcher." 
Well lets see, in order to help the' 



fertile brain is composed must disun- 
ite and rest for a brier period In obliv- 
ious night, he may better know that 
when they again enter lite, ih Its var- 
ious tonus through natures door that 
they will not be subjected to the phy- 
sical tortures, the mental sufferings, 
that they are in this present life, com- 
pelled to endure knowing, as he does, 
tbst they are comparatively speaking, j )aw 
today a conscious, sentient human ' 

tomorrow s.eepiju^v.ous , h ,. g nlatMr tn ^ _ , hn „ 

*Eer , nature workg without any moral end 
earth next day springing forth, from , m y|( , w ^ carn|vora and herlnorai 



ir Combe lived to-day 
Ing the same book, he would readily 
throw the God idea with his provi- 
dence and deslgnes, overboard and 
reason from the premises that nature 
invariably adopts, which are cause 
and effect. Instead of seeing a prov- 
idence In the various phenomena of 
Nature he woold see simply natural 
there; the universal 
and effect. There la 



arrangements tor funeral, etc. Imagine 
their surprise when I informed them 
there would be neither funeral sermon, 
prayer nor song, but that he would 
be quietly, without ceremony put 
awat. 

Such a thing wouid not do. and they 
Insisted on some form until I .was driv- 
en to an off hand liberal discourse, set- 
ting forth our views and why, giving 
them the fact that funerals were of 
Pag» i origin. 

lives and character to date, 1 
ipy to say, are above reproacn, 
they are astonished such unbe- 
lievers could be anything but devils. 
I wrote a brief obituary of the gentle 
man, honestly stating his religious 
views, which he was never afraid to 
declare to the world, signing my name 
to it, so as not to deceive them and 
show them I too, was not arrald to 
stand up alone and be counted. 

Two secular papers refused to print 
It tor rear or detriment, though I 
would have been willing to pay for it 
besides taking and paying for two 
dozen copies, containing the same, 
sending them to parties in onehalt 
dozen different states. 

I hsve a friend who is gently walk- 
ing into the Liberal Kingdom, who in 
my absence, agrees to read and give 
the B. O. B. to such neighbors as there 
are hopes or rescuing from the depths 
of superstition. Hence you see I am 
on missionary ground and shall use 
the Blade as an opening wedge. I am I 
worn out with the care of my vener- 
able friend, and am resting and trying 
to recuperate my health for a season. 

Several parties in the neighborhood 
a little more independent and more 
out of idle curiosity to see and hear 
what a horrid atheist may think and 
believe, have dropped in to talk with 
me, and gone away confounded. New 
Ideas awakened and I trust some seed 
has been sown, that in time will ripen 
unto a bountiful harvest. 

Hence I commence the New Year 
in a smAll wAy, but determined to 
propagate Freethought In the future 
more diligently than I have In the 
past. 

Wishing you and the Blade a happy 
And prosperous New Year, I am yours 
respectfully— F. M. HIBBET8. 



or want of buslneti. 

Jim expressed himself for Jesus, 
says it is a sin tor women to restrict 
or prevent the fullest possible out- 
s of sexual possibility. Jim and 
Jesus both being, or having been bach- 
elors, I do not see \. here they come In 
on this business. Neither having legal- 
ly or legitimately brought forth pro- 
geny, they both stuiUfield themselves 
on this momentous question, if, for 
church or state reasons, each declines 
to become a proud papa of a numerous 
herd, why should Jesus by proxy, or 
Jim In the natural flow of gas, blame 
the woman who desires a breathing 
spell in the onerous work of bearing 
and training workers for the church or 
wariors for the state? Jim, the Cardin- 
al, Is also opposed to cutting the Ue 
that binds male to female, because he 
thinks that man must net "butt in" on 
God's people whom He has bound In 
Holy Wedlock. Jim thinks thAt those 
whom God has bound together are 
happy, regardless of their voclperous 
statement to the contrary. He believes 
that God knows better than they da 
He thinks that Satan is trying to untie 
the Holy Knot that God Ued. Satan 
will camp on God's trail and make the 
All Wise tired. 

Byron said: "Satan had U'en a long- 
er, stronger pull, as the sailors ssy at 
sea. that carried many thousands an- 
other way." While Byron was looked 
askance at by the orthodox of his day, 
he hewed pretty close to the dogma, 
and if he did not back it now and then, 
it was not his fault. If Jim and Jesus 
can not keep the unequally yoked oxen 
or asses in spiritual line, it is no use 
for us, the laity, to try. 

To all women, I would say, read 
"Marriage and Divorce" You should 
road it because Mrs. Henry has writ- 
ten it to compliment the sex and the 
sex shouldd compliment her by read- 
ing it. I Am inclined to Mrs. Henry's 
views notwithstanding the high pre- 
late who lives in my vicinity, and 
whom I see occasionally. I have seen 
Jim in the Holy Flesh and I have seen 
a picture of Mrs. Henry. In the met- 
ter of AvoirdupolB, there is little for 
either to crow about Jim is built on 
the Leo XIII model, And a little goes a 
long ways. He Is a proverbial Slim 
Jim. It Is Just as well, perhaps, that 
Jim has not perpetuated himself in 
shadowy silhouette. 

I enclose a little bit of doggerel in 
which there is little poetry, but some 
truth. With best wlsnes for The New 
Year, I say again that I am glad that 
the writers of The Blade will be per- 
mitted to say what they think, and not 
hAve to write In a c 
fortable trend. 

JNO. F. 



their resting place, tn the form of 
beautiful green nourishing spear of 
grass at the threshold of life's broad 
door, ready to take on the many and 
various forms of animal life, such as 
the rollcking frolicking, innocent lamD. 
to In turn takes Its place as the cen- 
ter of 



poisonous and harmless, 
sephyr and tornado, the beautiful and 
uncouth, the wall 
the Idiotic, and t 
dlate shade of Intellectual, moral and 
physical structure mark her handl 
work All alike; and a man must have 
a very distorted vision that caj 
cern any providence in any of It. 
ture possesses Infinity, omnipotence 
and Intelligence and possesses a far 
better claim to self-existence than any 
God possibly can. Besides the feat 
tires of the eternal cosmos makes a 
God superfluous; In fact renders it 
Impossible to have a God. 
what use can you make of a God? 
You find In Nature everything that 
mortal man can wish or desire. 



pecu larly constructed, un fathomable, 
paradoxical being, commonly known 
as man, who has by a narrow, selfish 
method ot reasoning arrived at the 
conclusion that he is "IT" and that 
nothing else on the face of the earth 
has, even, a right to its life. 

One might go on snd on showing 
how the flying, bright plumaged sweet 
singing bird of to-day may become | 

the crawling, rusty, venerous serpent y^^^^^ ^~ 

or to-morrow how the dimpled prat- abl „ of protectlon !n and 
t.ing dear little babe o f this week ;„,„„,„„„ ^ eleraent8 ffiay J^Z* 
may become the ugly voracious ***** and clotned hira wlth to grasp 

ere Its end, how the missionary ot this ^ ^ of them n 

month, who I* sure he has discovered „ mlnM wl „ contro , tQe 
the only "straight and narrow path 
that leads to everlasting Ufo" may be 
fore the end or another one, have ar- 
rived at the conclusion that a part of 
that "path" at least, conslcts of the 
cannibalistic route, how the beautltol 
sweet sented rose or this year may 
become the ugly toul smelling cancer 
did you say 



p is All the God 
required. This God worship or simply 
the old Romish system or Idolatry 
transmitted through the ages down to 
the present day. The tact thAt no 
one gets Anything they pray for ought 
j long ago. to have taught even the 
simplest and weakest minded of pray- 
ers' foolishness and uselessness, and 
shame on these brainless theologian 
prayer sllngers thAt have the lmpu- 
to mislead theli 



But science and reason say, "thus far 
shalt thou go and no farther." 

B. HAMLIN. 

Lemoore, California. 

. 1906. 



No, not exactly, left eye of optimism 
just squinted a little, perhaps on ac- 
count of adversity. 

Recognizing the fact, as I do, that 
the tew thoughts herein expressed are 
clothed, somewhat sparingly, in com- 
mon c'oth, due, not so much, for the 
lack of raw material, as for the want 
or a good loom, skilled weaver And an 

expert tailor, but. however, It has Plant City, Fla.. Jan. 

been said that "the clothes don't I Mr. Chas. C. Moore: 
make the man." and that being "sum Enclosed And P. O. Order for 60 
so,' as Josh Billings would have said. ! cents for which you may send me the 
you may ir you like and think their , Blue Grass Blade, 
attire respectable enough, "trot them I have seen several copies or your 
' With respect and best wishes, paper and like Its shoulder hitting pro- 
i, Yours truly, i cllvltles. 

CHAS. D. BHnJriJBTT. I am not permanently located any- 

where at present or woulld make my 

Jrand Junction. Colo. — I have Just subscription for a year, though I think 
learned through Stuffed Club of your b y tne Ume 1 read 60 cenU w °rth, I 
illness, it distresses me to learn that win b «" 80 situated as to want II .00 
you are suffering from any form of I worth of ,he Blade at » tlme - 
ASthaniA, for It Is a distressing dts-j ^ near, y -twelve years. I hAve 
ease It was bronchlcal asthama that| been ,ne companion of an old and 
knocked me out In 1898. I am some vprv excellent gentleman as a son 
better but not entirely well. I ad-| would a father, though we were no 
vise you to take treatment ot Dr. Til- ; relations. He has been an agnostic 
den. Omit medicines of every kind. for I,lore ,han 50 * mr *- He dlod tne 
Franklin H. Heald of Higher Science mh ultimo. Had he reached Christ- 
Magazine also advises the same. 1 n,a8 day - he wou,d havo been 83 yeara 
do hope you will get better and I I old - Wo closed out onr old home laat 
think you are good for many years 8 P rln « on account o' my health. 

I ing north for the summer on 



Ike ' following ' 



amendment to the U. & 
instead of the one proposed by the 
member or Congress from North Caro- 
lina 

Art 16. 
Neither Congress noi 
pass any law, the object or which is to 
establish, enforce or malnUAin Any re- 
ligious worship doctrine or ceremony 
whatsoever, or which Authorizes or 
permits the use or property, money 
or credit or the United StAtes or any 
State, by appropriation or otherwise, 
to or for any church or religious socie- 
ty or any description; nor pass any 
law, the object or which is to appro- 
priate or permit the appropriation or 
any or the public money to pay Chap- 
lains or other religious representa- 
tives; nor any law, the object ot which 
Is to prevent the people ol the Unit- 
ed States or any state rroin exercising 
the same right or following the same 
occupAtlons on Sunday as on the other 
days of the week; nor any law, the 
object of which is to divide the Com- 
mon School fund money among dif- 
ferent bodies, religious organizations, 
or societies; nor dabs any law author- 
izing or permitting the reading of any 
Bible or the giving of any religious in- 
struction in the Common School, or 
any other school of any description 
supported in the whote or In part by 
public funds; nor any law authoriz- 
ing or permitting the exemption from 
taxation of any property, except that 
which Is wholly and purely public 
property, or the bonds and obligations 
or the United StAtes, or or the differ- 
ent States, or the Municipal Corpora- 
tlons therein. 

P. S. — Enclosed find one dollar to re- 
w the Blade.— GEN. BEHYMER. 



Carrier, Okla.. Dec 21, 1906. 
Blue Grass Blade: 

Dear Sir— Enclosed please find one 
dollar, for which renew my subscrip- 
tion for one year. I hope Josephine 
K. Henry will write I 
the clipping. Want you l 
In the Constitution or the United 
States. I wish you all a happy New 
Year.— A. A. NELSON. 
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Editor Blue G 



a Blade:- 



TMS BEST LINE 



I am glad to see thAt the ltd Is off 
'he Blade once more and that the cen- v 
sorship that tried to prevent liberals is»f ; 
from becoming too liberal and radi- 
cals from being to radical is at an end. 
What's the use or a sharp Blade, If It 
wouldn't cut? I have Just received, 
from the author, "Marriage and Di- 
vorce." I lost no time In perusing It • 
It is written In Mrs. Henry's usual I 
painstaking style, and shows that she 1 

is mistress of her subject. Between 'C-J.o^..lr.j;«««l»olU L.. ;..;IU- lUil-V | 
Mrs. r ' TrtT " r 




MDNON ROUTE 



nisiress oi ner suujeci. Between r 

Henrv on one side doine all she V ONLY LINE TO THE 
to eduL^ mJon th; uirorce \Z * FAMOUS If FMTH MJOPrJ. 



— - 

tion, and my neighbor that wears the { 
out of style plug hat and the " 
neck-tie, I am, or ought to be, on the 
fence on the divorce question, 
to His Eminence, The Right Reverend 
Gibbons, 
by 



I 





THE MOST 
INTERESTING 



The following address was deliver 
ed by Rufus W. Weeks, actuary and 
second rice-president of the New York 
Life Insurance Company, at the an- 
I Association 
of the High School, Newark, N. J. 
Use UUe of his address was "The 
Most Interesting Phenomenon of the 
Twentieth Century." 

"That great movement of which we 
have seen the beginning in the nine- 
teenth century, and which the twen- 
tieth century is very likely to see the 
consummation, is the uprising of the 
working class. Before speaking this 
movement, let me spend a few unin- 
teresting moments in definitions. By 
the term working class is meant those 
people who work with their hands for 
wages; the term, therefore, does not 
include all workerB, by any means, 
but only that largest section of the 



whom the conditions of their emp 
ment force into a potentiality of c 
mon feeling and thought, of a © 



"Ofher workers have not this poten- 
tiality of community-consciousness; 
for instance, there are the farmers, 
the clerks, the professional workers. 
The farmers imagine themselves in- 
dependent units, and do not know the 
trick of coalescing for common ad- 
vance; the clerks alt imagine them- 
selves to be on the road to be bead- 



radeshlp; the professional worker 
dominated by pride In his individual 
ability and training, and so he cannot 
grasp the notion of mutual help as the 
main hope. 

"The working class, then, the prole- 
tariat so-called, means those who are 
hired in herds, mostly by corporations, 
and mostly to work at machines of 
one kind or another; Trom the point 
of view of the corporation they are 
simply an extension of the machine. 
This very merging of these men into 
the machine throws th^em into 
unity with each other; it Is an educa- 
tion, It teaches the hopelessness of re- 
sistence except by the way of mutual 
hfelp: and so from guerillas they are 
forced to become a phalanx. Slowly, 
the phalanxes themselves learn the 
trick of grouping Into an army, 
army of resistance, not essentially of 
aggression; for their effort is 
that Inexorable inevitable 
pressure which Is inherent In the 
italist system of production— the pres- 
sure by the *>i 

utmost possible product out of the 
worker for the least possible share of I 



ecnomic fact, though so many of our 
pastors and masters unite In pious re- 
bukes of the wicked agitator who 
points out that fact. 

Ballots Instead of Strikes. 
"Now what is the weapon with 
which, jius far, the working class has 
bjeen fighting in this war? Only that 
poor, 1 

work, comically miscalled striking.' 
Their own starvation is their weapon, 
coupled, of course, with clumsy ef- 
forts to enforce the dictates of class 

ethics 
Trial vidua.! 
vation. 

"But now is dawning on the mind 
of the proletarian giant that there is 
another weapon handy; we of the 'bet- 
ter classes' created It Tor him when 
we established universal suffrage, 
and we put the possibility of the use 
of It into his mind when we establish- 
ed universal education. Qlfts, these 
(the suffrage and education) which 
having once given we can never take 
back. The new weapon is the ballot) 
and what wm it mean when the work- 
ing class awakes and takes this weap- 
in hand to work out its mind? The 
ballot means the whole power of the 

police, army; and 
will happen when the working class 
takes in hand all these powers to os 
tablish and enforce the idea of justice 
innate in its mind? 

Even In this country the numerical 
predominance of the working clasi 
grows apace. The successive censuset 
tell the story in such items as these: 
The rapidly diminishing ratio of farm 
owners to the entire population, the 
decimation and reduction of power- 
lessness of the small independent bus- 
deposition of the male 
clerk by bis sister, and, greatest of 
all, the enormous increase of the fac- 
tory population. The coming domin- 
of the working class even here is 
as sure as mathematics; in Europe It 
is already a numerical fact; and twen- 
ty years ago I heard James Bryce say 
the drastic use of this power Is 
only a matter of a few years, being 
corollary of the universal suffrage. 
The ballot-armed proletariat, awake 
will then be able to work 
out its purpose. The grave question 
>w is: What will that purpose be? 
"There Is in the world a group of 
thinkers who think they know the 

This group is 




"Standing, as I do, before you, and 
speaking of the Socialist 
I feel something as a 
incarnation of myself 
standing before an 
ed and refined persons In Rome at the 
end of the first century, trying to talk 
to them of the Christians, 
soon as the word 'Booiallsi 
nounced, the average person thinks of 
something subterranean, 
iacusUc, i 

and a dynamic nightmare; and that 
is Just what the educated 
thought of If any one said 'Christian' 
to him. The average Roman of cut 

■ton 



same kind of person 1. 
upon the Socialists as workers 
wards some cataclysmic horror. 

resemblance goes further, 
the disreputable Christians 
that moment the potential 
lords of the future, so may at this mo- 
ment be the 
for parallel 
had the future because they were the 
ily set of men possessed of a clear 
d passionate conviction in the midst 
a tumultous world of weltering half 
llefs and of cruel selfishness; today 
is likely that the Socialists have the 
ture, because the world of today Is 
tumultous sea of half-held beliefs, 
d of the cross purposes of the self- 
aeeiAng powerful, 
are the only 
sight who know what they believe 
and what they are resolved on. 

Further runs the parallel; the 
Christians succeeded because the doc- 
trine they preached was one which 
had an irresistible fascination for the 
masses in the promise It held out to 
them of a world of bliss close by, only 
separated from them by the easy door 
-tyrdom; the Socialists. It seems 
prevail because their doctrine 
a irrestible attraction lor the 



a surcease of sordid* struggle — 
nly one door to pass before en- 
upon that better state— 
f a triumphant election. 
or the history of these time 
ritten by and by will speak of the 



through we now mulct the product of 
the worker on all sides under such 
guises as rent. Interest, profit, fee and 
salary. The only citizenship— com- 
radeship In production and in the 
sharing of product. 

"If in this attempt to read the social 
mathematics of the times I have read 
aright. It appear that the working 
class are to be our masters! Let as 
hope they will be good to us. After 
all they will demand no more of u* 
than the Northern states demanded of 
the Southern— to come In and be one 

cultured' an< 
have to go into 
condition — the 

ful to the workers— or else will have 
to get out of the game. In the latter 
case we shall, of course, have to get 
off the ground where the great co-oper- 
ative machine Is working. I see In 
fancy the bulk of us shipped to some 
island— clerks, ministers, professors, 
storekeepers, bankers, lawyers, insur- 



A FEAST FOR FREETHINKERS I 

Here is a publication that will bring sure satisfaction to every 
Freethinker and give him new pride in the propoganda of Liberal- 
inn. In the list of contributors are numerous names familiar to 
Blade reads, including 



Josephine K. Henry 
Clarence S. D arrow, 
Dr. J. B. Wilson, 
Harriet M. Closz, 
Prof. W. P. Jamieson, 
Judge Jarrish B. Ladd, 
Otto Wettstein, 
M. M. Mangasarian, 



Charles Watts, 
Joseph McCabe, 
Singleton W. Davis, 
George Jacob Holyoake, 
Dr. Paul Carua, 
Stephen D. P&rrish, 
J. T. Patch, 
Walter Hurt. 



All Rationalists will want to read in the current number Dar- 
row's great article on "Punishment and Its Function;" "Free- 
thought, the Essential of All Progress," by Wilson; "All is Matter- 
All Matter is Mind," by Dr. William Colby Cooper, and "Liberal 
Liberalism," "Obsolescence of the Church," "Philosophy of Op- 
timism," "Human Equality" and other articles by Hurt, as well as 
many other first-class features. 

THE CULTURIST 

THE WORLD'S FOREMOST FREETHOUGHT MAGAZINE 

An artistic periodical, well printed on excellent paper and with 
a beautiful cover in colors. $1.00 a year, 10 cents a copy. No free 
copies— it costs too much to produce. 

THE CULTURIST PUBLISHING GO., 

Box 970, Station M, Cincinnati, Ohio. 



brotherhood which he proclaimed 
come only as a sequel to the uprising 
of the working class." 



TO THE READERS OF THE BLADE 

My new pamphlet, "Marriage and 
Divorce," is now from the press, 
all advance orders have been filled, 
orders from this date will be prompt- 
ly filled by return mail. Orders have 
been received for this pamphlet from 
twenty-three states. Marriage and Di- 
vorce are live questions in all locali- 
ties, and this Is an up-to-date discus- 
sion of this subject. 

If any persons who have ordered 
this pamphlet have not received it, 
please drop me a postal and I will 
rectify any mistakes. 

Send In your orders for "Marriage 
and Divorce," 26 cents for one copy, 
5 copies for $1.00. Send all orders 
to JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, Ver- 
sailles. Ky. 



AN EXPLANATION. 

In the last Issue of the Blade, the ar- 
ticle headed, "Jesus a Legandary Char- 

' with a 
Prof. Ooldwin Smiti. should 
ft. -f, dittoed by Dr. A. A. Bell, 



Archie, Mo., Jan. 4, 1900. 
Gentlemen — Enclose find $2.16, one 
dollar of which is to 
scriptlon for the good old Blade, and 
$1.16 tor the 

worry to hear of the continued illness 
of Brother Moore, and do sincerely 
speculators, gentlemen all hope for his speedy recovery, as we 
and there, without any producers I cannot afford to give him up when vie- 
to make a living out of one another. 



This discussing ought to be summed 
up In a concluding definition; but So- 
living phenomenon, and, 
like all live things, eludes definition. 
A live thing can be viewed at so many 

angles, and, besides, 
changes so insensibly from momen 

that to sit down and make 
all-around definition of It is a task 
nearly hopeless. The militant move- 
of today known as Socialism I 
should define from the point of view 
of this present treatment as follows: 



international. Its members are most I Socialists may, perhaps, 
numerous In Germany, next In France, from wnat the venerable German hls- 
but increasing now in Great Britain I torlan, Mommsen, said of them a year 
and rapidly in this country. These °r two since: Today this Is the only 



It 1 

the answering resistance which are 
called the class-struggle; the class- 
struggle Is, hence, a mathematical and 



men are unsparing analysts, and inex- 
orable forecasters; they have sounded 
the depths of the self-unconscious 
letarian mind, and they have announc- 
what the will of the working class 
is to be, as fast as it comes to Its 
of Itself. Of course there are 
critics aplenty in the cultured cla 

idle the conclusions of this 
group with all shades of condemnation 
class to"get"the ' and contem P< I but these critics are 
' themselves of many and shifting 
schools, and amidst them all what 
alone remains unchanged Is the terri- 
ble certitude of the Socialists, for by 
this name is known the group I mean. 
They alone feel they know the future; 
none of their critics dare speak with 



great party which t 
tical respect' 



1 a claim to poll- 



No Income. 
"Supposing then, that the Socialists 
have read truly the subconscious n 
of the proletariat which Is to fix the 
ways of the future community— let ns 
go on to ask what those ways are to 
U ? What, first. Is to be the standard 
of right and Justice.' To this, the So- 
cialists say that the workers' law will 
No product, no income;' that 
every man must be a producer, or be 
actually useful to the producers, or 
else be scorned and denied share in 
the product. One puff of the giant's 
breath will blow away all that fine 
law and business 



City last Sunday, and had the great 
pleasure of hearing Dr. Roberts, 
subject was, "Yesterday, To-day and 
Forever," and to say that his lecture 
was immense, is putting It very mild- 
ly. I do think that he Is one of the 
grandest men in America today, 
do wish that all those that are In 
arrears for the paper would pay up 
at once. So that It would be easy 
sailing for Mr. Hughes, and save him 
the trouble of conUnually nagging the 
delinquents. Now comrades make a 
noble resolution this New Year, that 
Militant Socialism is the attempt you will never suffer yourselves to 
o formulate the sense of Justice and «et in arrears again, and It will go 
ill of the working class; further, 
the doctrine that that will ought 
will be the 

scheme of life of civilized mankind in 
the near future. The humble origin of 
this doctrine makes It hard for the 
educated classes to grasp its intellect- 
ual worthiness; and the seeming fact 
that the doctrine is against the Inter- 

of the educated classes makes It Dear Friend and Brother— In cause 
hard for them to see Its moral worth! of Freethought, please find enclosed 
Hence not many of the educat- one dollar, to pay my subscription 
ed may be counted on to rally around I from tbls month, Dec 



except my unmarried daughter, 22 
years old, who Is a piano music teach- 
er in Louisville, and who is not at 
all bigoted, and one of the best wo- 
men I ever knew. She Joined the 
church when she was a school girl in 
Washington City. 



Walton, Ind., Dec. 24, 1906. 
Charles C. Moore: 

Editor Blue Grass Blade— Dear 
friend in the cause of sacred truth 
and demonstrated fact, I inclose to 
you by Money Order, two dollars, one 
dollar for myself and the other dollar - 
for Doctor Carpenter, for one year 
more for the Blade. I am scarcely 
able to write at present I hope you 
see many years yet As for my- 
self, I now am in my 90th year of my 
If my health improves, you will 
hear from me soon. — D. ENGLER. 



Northvlew, Mo., Dec 26, 1906.' 
Blue Grass Blade: 
Esteemed Publisher— I become so 
sgufeted at Mr. Moore's defense or 
the/real supporters of the Christian 
eacher and churches, the rich mil 
malre, who oppress the poor, muzzle 
the press and suppress Freethought, 

ordered you t 
Blade to my address, but I feel 1 
lonesome without it that I ranewj 

and will remit the remainder when 
for the Apocryphal New Tes- 
and some of Mrs. Henry's 
CANTRBLL. 



I 



OBJECTS : 
The Complete Separation of 
Church and State. 

BY WHICH WE DEMAND 
1. The Taxation of Church Property. 

The abrogation of all ltwi favoring the ob- 
servanc* of Sunday aa a holy-day. 
The cessation of appropriating public funds 
for sectarian purposes tor chaplains In our 
rt"i'0t'lona Ty ' le * U '""" ! *' * nd 8UU )n ' 

ahrtg»t(on o 
ta and in Im 



other legal recognition ol riliirir.n. > 
rellgiotn faativala, and days of thank 
and prayer. 



church or religion, nor tlut the Cod 01 . 

of any religion I.,- imor nt.-d into the Con- 

-li-.it, .n. n..r »i>„ - > ••!..• I- made of 

The abrogation of all lawn, whatsoever, grant. 



Dear Old Brother Moore, for there 
Is no doubt but the paper is the groat 
idle of his heart— W. H. 8TEEN 

P. S. — A happy New Year to all the 
Blade readers. 

Grantfork, 111.. Dec. 24, 1906. 



the standard of Socialism; and here 
again we may find a close parallel 
with the early days of Christianity. 
It was said then : 'Not many wise men 
not many taighty, not many noble are 
called; but God hath chosen the fool- 
ish things of the world to confound 
the wise; and God hath chosen the 



— r in P rictiS.. .... 

al methods, maintaining peasonsl liberty 
t economic conditions, and all other esscti- 
la u;w>n which a secular and tree gornm- 



How about the Rome book of Mr. 
J. B. Wilson's, I guess it will soon 
be out I read In the Blade that you 
are hard at work with it 

I hope Brother Chas. C. Moore Is" 
getting over his sick spell. He la like 
a shellback hickory. He wont give 
away so soon. Mr. Hughes, I cannot 
weak things of the world to confound ! understand how it Is, that Brother 

the things which are mighty; and Moore is such a strong Infidel and I E^J^JSk^ STaS^^mSt 
base things of the world, and things his wife and children the SO-csJlsd [ I "ff ! W4r . .***r***. 



METHODS: 
The Organization into a Political 
Body. 

OF ALL MEN AND WOMEN WHO WOULD 
MAINTAIN THE PURELY SECULAR CHAR- 
ACTER OF THIS GOVERNMENT—* 

L Ily drfcndlng the freedom of speech and press * 
and before legist ive bodies. 




corrupt reign of n 



Dlrect^egtsUtioTby 

_ — . ....... _ Referendum. 

5. By advocating equal rights and Ju 

civllur women sn dual vol 
nd hy alt o 



which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, and thingB which are not, 
Ing to nought things that are.' 
'The record of the Gospels, especial- 
the Gospel of Luke, suggests, to 
those who will read it over without 
view of the carpenter of Naz- 
areth very different from the tradi- 
tional view. There are many such 
students who hold that he was a thor- 
ighgolng proletarian, and that one 
large section of bis religion has been 



Christians, hasn't he any Influence in I 
his family, to show them their errors. \ ;~ -f nu i.,7 t 
Me any my wife or both raised as j comuuS by m 
- I mm Ing mmi 

VICTOR 



ertlscd for sale tt ot 
n out through as ri 
charge, In Tkk Patekt at 
and widely circulated j. 



py MM. 
. EVAN , & CO. 

t A tuin.ey .> 



Catholics, and have ten children alive, 
of which none belong* to any church. I 
I have enlightened them all on that I «-»» ■» SuiKim. 

subject and they care nothing for any | Help the us along with the publ 
church. With best wishes to you, I , nUm of the BUde by tmilng , 



am.— ANTON J. KRAFT. 

Comment— To the best of my 
knowledge and belief no . member of 
my family, including my daughter-in- 
law, who Is the daughter of a preach- 
rellglon, 



I club of new subscribers, 
j five only 60 cents each. 



In clubej 



There Is over $2,000 due 
subscription, and we ask yot 
up, if your subscription Is t 



v. 



